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Bhiodh ceud bliadhna air a’ bhliadhna 2011 bho rugadh 
Somhairle MacGill-Eain, agus airson sin a chomharrachadh 

agus airson gun dèante meòrachadh farsaing air an dìleab 
phrìseil a dh’fhàg e mar bhàrd, mar sgrùdaire litreachais, mar 
fhoghlamaiche agus mar eachdraiche, chumadh co-labhairt 

ann an Ògmhios na bliadhna sin ann an Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, far 
an robh MacGill-Eain air a bhith glè eòlach. Chnuasaicheadh 

iomadh taobh de bheatha is de shaothair duine a bha fìor 
shònraichte, agus eadar an leabhar seo agus a’ chlàrag a tha na 
chois gheibhear fichead sealladh fa leth air a dhualchas is air  
na rinn e. Is math as fhiach iad an leughadh is an èisteachd. 

The Ainmeil thar Cheudan conference was held at Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig in Skye in June of 2011, the centenary year of the birth  
of Sorley MacLean. It was clear that he had excelled in many 
fields – as poet, literary critic, educationist and historian. But 

he was also a family man, a keen hillwalker and a lover of 
shinty, and between them this book and the accompanying 
DVD provide a very full picture of his heritage, his life and 

times, his achievement and his legacy. They represent a 
substantial contribution to MacLean studies and will attract 

the scholar, the student and the general reader.

Cover image: William Crosbie’s 
frontispiece to the 1943 edition of  
Dàin do Eimhir agus Dàin Eile. 
Reproduced by kind permission 

of the artist’s estate.
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Bhiodh ceud bliadhna air a’ bhliadhna 2011 bho 
rugadh Somhairle MacGill-Eain, agus airson sin a 
chomharrachadh agus airson gun dèante meòrachadh 
farsaing air an dìleab phrìseil a dh’fhàg e mar bhàrd, 
mar sgrùdaire litreachais, mar fhoghlamaiche agus mar 
eachdraiche, chumadh co-labhairt ann an Ògmhios 
na bliadhna sin ann an Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, far an robh 
MacGill-Eain air a bhith glè eòlach. Chnuasaicheadh 
iomadh taobh de bheatha is de shaothair duine a bha 
fìor shònraichte, agus eadar an leabhar seo agus a’ 
chlàrag a tha na chois gheibhear fichead sealladh fa 
leth air a dhualchas is air na rinn e. Is math as fhiach 
iad an leughadh is an èisteachd.

The Ainmeil thar Cheudan conference was held 
at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig in Skye in June of 2011, the 
centenary year of the birth of Sorley MacLean. It 
was clear that he had excelled in many fields – as 
poet, literary critic, educationist and historian. But 
he was also a family man, a keen hillwalker and a 
lover of shinty, and between them this book and the 
accompanying DVD provide a very full picture of 
his heritage, his life and times, his achievement and 
his legacy. They represent a substantial contribution 
to MacLean studies and will attract the scholar, the 
student and the general reader.

Ainmeil thar Cheudan
Presentations to the 2011 Sorley MacLean Conference
deas./ed. Ronald W. Renton agus/and Ian MacDonald
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Mar a sheall diofar phròiseactan rannsachaidh air soirbheas 
sgoilearan ann am foghlam tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig 
(FMG), tha an siostam foghlaim sin ag obrachadh fìor 
mhath bho thaobh amasan acadaimeagach. Ach, ged a tha 
FMG cho soirbheachail aig ìre foghlaim, tha e a’ togail 
ceann nach eil e coltach gu bheil mòran sgoilearan a’ cur 
an cuid Gàidhlig gu feum air taobh a-muigh na sgoile idir, 
às bith cò ris a tha na sgilean cànain aca coltach.

Anns an leabhar seo, tha an Dr Sìleas L. NicLeòid a’ 
toirt sùil mhionaideach airson na ciad uair air beachdan 
agus tuigse nan sgoilearan FMG fhèin air a’ Ghàidhlig 
agus air FMG, air mar a tha iad a’ faireachdainn mun 
t-suidheachadh ionnsachaidh aca, mun cuid chomasan sa 
Ghàidhlig agus mun t-seòrsa dreuchd a th’ aig a’ Ghàidhlig 
nam beatha.

Tha an leabhar seo a’ cumail fòcas làidir air guth na 
cloinne fhèin, stèidhichte air agallamhan le 80 sgoilear 
bho air feadh na h-Alba, eadar Clas 4 sa bhun-sgoil agus 
Bliadhna 2 san àrd-sgoil. Leis mar a thèid beachdan nan 
sgoilearan fhèin a chur ri beachdan nan inbheach, thathar 
a’ ruigsinn cho-dhùnaidhean agus mholaidhean a tha air 
leth cudromach do leasachadh FMG san àm ri teachd.

Clò Ostaig

Sìleas L. NicLeòid

A’ Ghàidhlig agus 
Beachdan nan Sgoilearan
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ann am foghlam tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig
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Mar a sheall diofar phròiseactan rannsachaidh air 
soirbheas sgoilearan ann am foghlam tro mheadhan 
na Gàidhlig (FMG), tha an siostam foghlaim sin 
ag obrachadh fìor mhath bho thaobh amasan 
acadaimeagach. Ach, ged a tha FMG cho soirbheachail 
aig ìre foghlaim, tha e a’ togail ceann nach eil e coltach 
gu bheil mòran sgoilearan a’ cur an cuid Gàidhlig gu 
feum air taobh a-muigh na sgoile idir, às bith cò ris a 
tha na sgilean cànain aca coltach.

Anns an leabhar seo, tha an Dr Sìleas L. NicLeòid 
a’ toirt sùil mhionaideach airson na ciad uair air 
beachdan agus tuigse nan sgoilearan FMG fhèin 
air a’ Ghàidhlig agus air FMG, air mar a tha iad a’ 
faireachdainn mun t-suidheachadh ionnsachaidh aca, 
mun cuid chomasan sa Ghàidhlig agus mun t-seòrsa 
dreuchd a th’ aig a’ Ghàidhlig nam beatha.

Tha an leabhar seo a’ cumail fòcas làidir air guth na 
cloinne fhèin, stèidhichte air agallamhan le 80 sgoilear 
bho air feadh na h-Alba, eadar Clas 4 sa bhun-sgoil 
agus Bliadhna 2 san àrd-sgoil. Leis mar a thèid 
beachdan nan sgoilearan fhèin a chur ri beachdan nan 
inbheach, thathar a’ ruigsinn cho-dhùnaidhean agus 
mholaidhean a tha air leth cudromach do leasachadh 
FMG san àm ri teachd.

As different research projects on the success of Gaelic 
medium education (GME) pupils have shown, the 
system works very well as far as academic aims are 
concerned. However, while GME is successful on an 
educational level, it is surprising that − independent 
of their skill levels − most pupils do not seem to make 
any use of their Gaelic abilities outside school.

In this book, Dr Sìleas L. NicLeòid takes a closer 
look at GME pupils’ own ideas and understanding 
of Gaelic and of Gaelic Medium Education, at their 
feelings about their learning situation, their abilities in 
the language and at the role Gaelic has in their lives.

The book maintains a strong focus on the children’s 
voice, based on interviews with 80 pupils from all over 
Scotland, between P4 at Primary School level and 
S2 at High School level. By bringing the children’s 
own ideas together with adults’ ideas, conclusions 
and recommendations are arrived at that are of great 
importance for  improving GME in the future.

A’ Ghàidhlig agus Beachdan nan Sgoilearan: 
cothroman leasachaidh ann am foghlam tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig

Sìleas L. NicLeòid
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Thathar ag ràdh gu bheil gach cànan a’ toirt dhuinn 
dòigh eadar-dhealaichte air an saoghal fhaicinn, dòigh 
ùr air an saoghal a chruthachadh. Tha an leabhar dian 
inntinneach seo a’ cur na ceist ciamar a tha litreachas 
na Gàidhlig san fhicheadamh linn agus san latha an-
diugh a’ coimhead air an t-saoghal, agus gu h-àraid 
air litreachasan eile: dè a’ bhuaidh a thug feallsanachd 
Khierkegaard air obair Iain Chrichton Mhic a’ 
Ghobhainn, mar eisimpleir, no Albert Camus air Iain 
Moireach? A’ sgrìobhadh air an cuid obrach fhèin 
tha Aonghas Pàdraig Caimbeul, Maoilios Caimbeul, 
Fearghas MacFhionnlaigh, Aonghas MacNeacail 
agus Crìsdean MacIlleBhàin; a’ toirt sùil gheur air 
sgrìobhadairean eile tha Moray Watson, Meg Bateman, 
Iain Mac a’ Phearsain agus Emma Dymock. Eadar Bo 
Diddley agus Brodsky, Anna Swir agus Shakespeare, 
gun teagamh tha an leabhar seo a’ toirt sùil ùr air an 
t-saoghal againn. 

They say each language provides a different way 
of looking at the world, a new way of creating the 
world. This volume asks how Gaelic literature in the 
twentieth and twenty-first centuries views the world, 
especially other literatures: how did the philosophy of 
Kierkegaard affect Iain Mac a’ Ghobhainn’s work, for 
example, or Albert Camus Iain Moireach’s? Writing 
about their own work are Aonghas Pàdraig Caimbeul, 
Maoilios Caimbeul, Fearghas MacFhionnlaigh, 
Aonghas MacNeacail and Crìsdean MacIlleBhàin; 
analysing others writers are Moray Watson, Meg 
Bateman, Iain Mac a’ Phearsain and Emma 
Dymock. From Bo Diddley to Brodsky, Anna Swir 
to Shakespeare, this volume takes a new look at our 
world.

Sùil air an t-Saoghal: 
buaidhean eadar-nàiseanta air sgrìobhadh sa Ghàidhlig

deas. Pàdraig MacAoidh agus Niall O’Gallagher
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Co-chruinneachadh a tha seo de 
phàipearan le ¬sgoilearan, iomairtichean, 
luchd-gnìomhachais, luchd-teagaisg 7c air 
taghadh math de chuspair¬ean ceangailte 
ri brosnachadh agus gleidheadh cleachdadh 
na Gàidhlig ann an iomadach seòrsa 
coimhearsnachd agus buidhne. Leabhar 
air leth feumail airson duine no buidhne 
sam bith a tha an sàs no lem bu chaomh 
a bhith an sàs ann am piobrachadh no 
daingneach¬adh cleachdadh a’ chànain. 
Toraidhean rannsachaidh, beachdan 
teòirigeach agus nithean pragtaigeach a 

ghabhas dèanamh gus cleachdadh na Gàidhlig a 
shoirbheachadh agus a neartachadh.

This is a collection of papers by scholars, 
activists, business people, teachers etc. on a 
broad range of issues related to promoting 
and maintaining the use of Gaelic in 
a variety of types of community and 
organisation; a book for any individual 
or organisation involved in or that would 
like to be involved in encouraging or 
strengthening the use of the language. 
It includes research findings, theoretical 
approaches and practical actions that can 
be taken in order to facilitate and bolster 
the use of Gaelic.

A’ Cleachdadh na Gàidhlig: 
slatan-tomhais ann an dìon cànain sa choimhearsnachd
deas. Richard A.V. Cox agus Timothy Currie Armstrong

Co-aonta agus Ro-innleachd: Iomairt Charn Tóchair agus ath-leasachadhcànain aig ìre na coimhearsnachd, Timothy 
Currie Armstrong; Aig an Taigh le Gàidhlig: fianais thaiceil bho eòlas-inntinn, Seonaidh Caimbeul; Tobar an 
Dualchais: mar a chuireas am pròiseact ri cleachdadh na Gàidhlig, Mairead Dhòmhnallach; An Tèid aig an Lagh air 
Cleachdadh Mhion-Chànan a Bhrosnach¬adh? Achd na Gàidhlig agus Achdan Chànan Eile fon Phrosbaig, Robert 
Dunbar; The Camuscross Community Initiative: revitalising language use within a community, Flòraidh Forrest, Iain 
MacKinnon, Gabhan Mac a’ Phearsain and Neil MacGillivray; Virtual Gaelic Communities, Donald J. Gillies; 
Using Gaelic in the Classroom: the Highland Literacy Project in Gaelic-medium education; John Howieson; Waking 
the Dragon within: empowering local language com¬munities, Gareth Ioan; Gaelic and Welsh in the Community: 
some reflections over 40 years, Clive James; Towards a National Welsh-medium Education Strategy, Meirion Prys 
Jones; Luchd-ionnsachaidh o thaobh a-muigh saoghal na Beurla: luchd-bruidhinn na Gàidhlig ris nach eil dùil?, 
Mìcheal Klevenhaus; A’ Cleachdadh na Gàidhlig, a’ Brosnachadh an Spioraid: Buidheann Karate tro Mheadhan na 
Gàidhlig airson Sgoilearan na Bun-sgoile, Sìleas Landgraf agus Alasdair MacMhaoirn; Cleachdadh na Gàidhlig san 
Ionad-obrach: MG ALBA, Alison Lang; Luachadh Sgilean Cànain anns an Àite-obrach, Iain Mac an Tàilleir; Can 
Animation Serve Tradition as Well as Language?, Leslie MacKenzie; Runaway Language Shift: Gaelic usage in home, 
community and media in the Isle of Skye and Western Isles, 1986/8, 1994/5 and 2004/5 – any prospects for reversal?, 
Kenneth MacKinnon; Planaichean Reachdail Gàidhlig: cothroman is cnapan-starra, Wilson McLeod; Foghlam Tràth 
agus Cùram Chloinne Meadhain-Ghàidhlig: bun cheistean is mòr dhùbhlain, Wilson McLeod, Joanna McPake agus 
Christine Stephen; Dìlseachd, Lughad agus Saor-thoileachas: moladh airson iomairt Gàidhlig a dh’fhaodadh obrachadh,
Neil McRae; A’ Cleachdadh na Gàidhlig sa Choimhearsnachd, Magaidh Nic a’ Ghobhainn; Cainnt nan Deugairean,
Mòrag Stiùbhart; Trì Chearcallan Ceangailte: a’ leasachadh thobraichean ùra airson ath-nuadhachadh na Gàidhlig an 
Albainn Nuaidh, Seumas Watson; The Imperial Reach and the Reluctant Response, Colin H. Williams.
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An lùib na dà aiste dheug seo air dualchas agus an 
àrainneachd, tha beairteas de dh’fhiosrachadh agus 
stuth rannsachaidh air iomadach cuspair co-cheangailte 
ris a’ Ghàidhealtachd: eadar cheòl is chlachaireachd, 
chànan is chuimhneachan, choilltean is chleachdadh 
fearainn, chòmhradh is choimhearsnachd agus gu leòr 
eile.

This volume contains 12 essays on heritage and the 
environment, with a wealth of information and 
research findings on a variety of topics relating to the 
Highlands: from music to stonemasonery, language 
to remembrance, forests to land use, dialogue to 
community and much more.

Dualchas agus an Àrainneachd: 
sin am fearann caoin deas. 

deas. Richard A.V. Cox

Cruth na Tìre ann am Mac-meanmna nan Gàidheal, Meg Bateman; Tobhtaichean anns an Tìr: mìneachadh air cultar 
dùthchasach, Hugh Cheape; Seanchas Ìle: a’ cruinneachadh agus a’ clàradh dualchas Gàidhlig Ìle, Emily Edwards; 
Cleachdadh Fearainn air Iomall a’ Chuain Siar: a bheil tradaisean ri lorg?, Gabhan Mac a’ Phearsain; Sùil air 
Eilean Lios Mòir, Dòmhnall MacIlleDhuibh; Cànan, Dualchas agus Coimhearsnachd: na M’njikaning agus luachan 
cultarach, Alasdair MacMhaoirn; ‘Chì Mi Cuimhneachan Sgrìobhte nach Gabh Leughadh le Coigreach’: aiteam agus 
àite, dùthaich agus dùthchas, Mìcheal Newton; Iomairt na Cloiche agus Sgilean Clachaireachd ann an Eachdraidh 
Eilean Ratharsair: an fhianais, Sìne NicMhathain; A’ Tionndadh Ìomhaighean gu Fuaimean, John Purser; Alasdair 
MacGilleMhìcheil agus Cultar Dùthchasach, Domhnall Uilleam Stiùbhart; Cultar nan Coilltean: ath-chur nan 
coilltean dùthchasach, Pam Talbot; ‘Tionoil na nslóigh chum na seilg’: an t-Urr. Raibeart Kirk is an timcheall ann am 
Frìth Athaill, Anndra E. M. Wiseman.


