	
	
	



Module Descriptor 
Section A
1. Module Title
Cànanas (Gàidhlig)

2. SITS Module Code
UQ509842

3. SCQF Level 
9

4. SCQF Credit Points
20

5. Module Leader, include staff ID and email address
Dr Sìleas NicLeòid  sl.smo@uhi.ac.uk

6. Module Team Members, include staff IDs and email addresses


7. Faculty and Cognate Subject Group
	Faculty
	Cognate Subject Group
	X

	Science, Health and the Environment
	UHI Engineering, Computing and the Built Environment
	

	
	UHI Health, Social Care and Life Sciences
	

	
	UHI Land and Marine Sciences
	

	Arts, Humanities, Business & Education
	UHI Business, Leisure & the Creative Economy
	

	
	UHI Education
	

	
	UHI Humanities, Applied Social Sciences and Gaelic
	X



8. Exam Board and Exam Board Module Sub-group
Gaelic Tier1/Arts, Humanities and Business Tier 2

9. Date of Module Start / Most Recent Revision
For delivery from 2026/27 onwards

10. Semester
S1, S2 (to be confirmed each year, in accordance with the Gaelic and Related Studies Scheme)

11. Minimum / Maximum Student Numbers
Minimum numbers:  n/a
Maximum numbers:  n/a

12. Pre-requisites
No pre-requisites 

13. Co-requisites
n/a

14. Mode of Study
Give estimate of proportions of mode of study but also highlight main mode of study.
Table 1: Proportions of mode of study
	Mode of study
	Percentage
	Hours

	Face to face
	16%
	24

	Video-conference (VC facilities on UHI campus or learning centre)
	
	

	Video-conference (other video technologies accessed via Internet)
	16%
	24

	VLE (online, tutor-supported study)
	
	

	Audio conference
	
	

	Self-directed study
	84%
	176

	Other (please specify)
Practical sessions
	
	

	Total
	100%
	200 Hours



15. Assessment
Table 2: Assessment
	Assessment number
	Type
	Details
	Weighting
	Component
Threshold Mark
	Submission week
	Learning Outcome(s) assessed

	1
	Oral presentation (in small group)
	~10min per student plus questions from class; summarising and discussing relevant academic sources; identifying & analysing key arguments
	50%
	30%
	~11 
	LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4

	2
	Written Exam
	Checking the students' knowledge of the main linguistic concepts; ability to discuss and analyse one of them in more depth
	50%
	30%
	Exam week (after Week 13)
	LO1, LO2, LO3

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	



16. Experiential Education 
None planned, but a guest lecture might be possible

17. Specialist Learning Resources
Access to library holdings, ICT equipment and internet

18. Additional Costs to Students
n/a

19. Employability / Graduate Attributes
Language development/Better and deeper understanding of language in general and Gaelic in particular
Teaching & presentation skills
Further academic study & skills
critical thinking & analysing
Self-management
Communication & cooperation, Interpersonal skills



Section B
20. Module Summary 
This module is delivered through the medium of Gaelic.
The aim of this module is to introduce students to the subject of theoretical linguistics and its five main components/areas — phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics. Students will be able to acquire an in-depth understanding of the key concepts in each area on a general level (not specific to one language in particular), which allows them to get a better understanding of language as such and how to analyse and compare different languages and their structures.
At the same time, there will be a special focus on the Gaelic language itself, through which the students will be able to apply what they have learned on a general basis to one individual language. This will give them the opportunity to take a first step from the theoretical knowledge to the application of those theories.
Students are encouraged to develop a critical approach to the main theories around the acquired concepts and to discuss aspects of their application to the Gaelic language in particular and to other languages as further examples only. 
This module builds a solid foundation for further linguistic modules, e.g. Na Dualchainntean (SCQF 10), and opens up further opportunities for linguistic studies at a higher level in the future. The subject is excellent when it comes to encouraging research projects among students at various levels, too, since there are still many open areas/questions within Gaelic linguistics in particular — a great potential for future research at any level.

21. Module Keywords
Theoretical Linguistics, Gaelic language 

22. Module Learning Outcomes
“On successful completion of this module, students should be able to…”

Learning Outcome 1 (LO1):
Demonstrate successful acquisition of basic knowledge of the main areas of theoretical linguistics and their interfaces; 
Learning Outcome 2 (LO2):
Critically discuss complex input in Gaelic and to clearly identify main points/arguments;
Learning Outcome 3 (LO3):
Show the ability to convey that general knowledge effectively and to apply it to an individual language (Gàidhlig);
Learning Outcome 4 (LO4):
Make effective, detailed and engaging oral presentations in Gaelic; especially embracing the element of teaching the audience, at the appropriate level.

23. Indicative Content
The module endeavours to provide the students with a good foundation of linguistic knowledge in all five main areas (phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics) to the point where they will be able to explain main linguistic concepts accurately and concisely, showing a solid knowledge of the proper terminology both in Gaelic and in English. While the module is taught entirely through the medium of Gaelic, students will be provided with the main terminology in both languages, in order to ensure that they can successfully access any academic resources in the subject area (the vast majority of that being in English).
By learning about language in a structural, formal way, students will be able to gain a deeper understanding of the Gaelic language which is expected to help improve their own language skills in practical way, too.
Theme 1: 
Acquisition of foundation ð introduction to main concepts of theoretical linguistics, including terminology.
Since this is an introduction to a subject that will be almost completely new to most students, the focus will be on its content as such. We will be working our way through the different areas, explaining what they deal with in detail and which models/theoretical approaches are in place in order to analyse and represent aspects of each area. 
Teaching will be mainly based on resources specifically created for this module with the purpose to allow the teaching of that content in Gaelic and for Gaelic. All resources thus created are based on current and relevant research in the area.

Theme 2:
ð more practical approach, application of that knowledge to a particular language
Students' abilities to discuss and identify arguments in linguistic papers/academic writing on theoretical linguistics will be developed through the module. They will be encouraged to apply what they learn to everyday examples and encouraged to start asking themselves more questions about how their languages in particular work (Why do we say things a certain way? What does that mean in reality, e.g. for underlying rules of what is allowed/not allowed in a language? (for example in word formation, word order etc.) How to describe and analyse inflectional patterns?)

Theme 3:
ð first, limited introduction to academic writing in the subject area and its style
Academic papers and publications in theoretical linguistics follow a different style from, e.g. applied linguistics, literature etc. Therefore, it will be useful for students to get an idea of what that style looks like and how e.g. diagrams and mathematical formulae are integrated into text and into the general structure of a paper.



24. Library Resources
Talis Library Resource List   
Core texts:
	Title (indicate whether whole or part)
	Author
	Publisher 
	  Edition


	Cuir an aithne: Cànanas na Gàidhlig
	Sìleas L. NicLeòid
	(draft (text book), to be published)
	

	Geàrr-Ghràmar na Gàidhlig.
	Richard Cox
	Clò Ostaig
	2017

	Scottish Gaelic: A Comprehensive Grammar
	William Lamb
	Routledge
	2025




Recommended:
	Title (indicate whether whole or part)
	Author
	Publisher 
	  Edition


	Verb First: On the syntax of verb-initial languages.
	Andrew Carnie et al.
	John Benjamins Publishing Company
	2005

	Formal Approaches to Celtic Linguistics. 
(Chapter:  'The Semantics of Scottish Gaelic Tense and Aspect')
	Andrew Carnie; relevant chapter by Sylvia Reed 
	Cambridge Scholars Publishing
	2011

	The Grammar of Words: An Introduction to Linguistic Morphology. 
	Booij, Geert
	Oxford University Press
	2007

	Studies in the Way of Words.
	Paul Grice
	Harvard UP
	1989

	The Handbook of Pragmatics.
	Laurence Horn & Gregory Ward
	Blackwell
	2004

	Word-Formation: An International Handbook of the Languages of Europe. 
	Peter Mueller et al.
	De Gruyter Mouton
	

	The Edinburgh Companion to the Gaelic Language.
(Chapters: Gaelic Morphology, Gaelic Syntax and Phonology in Modern Gaelic)
	Moray Watson and Michelle Macleod (eds.); relevant chapters by David Adger, Anna Bosch
	Edinburgh University Press
	2010









